
2020 WIRZ VINEYARD
OLD VINE RIESLING

Vine Age 
Over 45 years
Elevation: 
930 ft
Aspect: 
East & South; 0-10%
Soil: 
Decomposed granite 
and limestone alluvial 
deposits
Selection/Clones: 
Unknown 
Fermentation: 
Native primary &  
Malo-lactic
Alcohol: 
12.8%
Elevage: 
11 months neutral oak
No filtration or fining
Cases Produced: 
80
Retail Price: 
$24

Our approach to winegrowing is rooted in the earth and refined by hand. Great wines are grown, not made so 
we farm organically, harvest by hand, ferment with native yeast, avoid filtering or fining and use minimal sulfur. 
Ocean breezes, rocky soils, mountainous terrain establish the Santa Cruz and Gabilan Mountains as exceptional 
winegrowing terroir. Each vineyard we work with has a unique personality that inspires us to let them speak for 
themselves.  Our  steep windswept hillsides first planted over  100 years ago  are  now planted to Pinot Noir, 
Syrah, Grenache, and Roussanne. Founder and winemaker Bradley Brown has evolved the style at Big Basin to 
produce wines with more energy, intensity and dimension that speak clearly of their mountain origins.

830 Memory Lane • Boulder Ceek • California • 95006
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VINEYARDS
The Wirz Vineyard is located in the Cienega Valley - 
part of the San Andreas Rift zone. This high valley is 
located at about 1,000 ft elevation on the East side of 
the Gabilan Mountains. The valley is filled with alluvial 
deposits of granite and limestone from the mountains. 
This high valley traps the cold mountain air at night, so 
large diurnal swings in temperature are the norm.
WINEMAKER NOTES
2020 was a vintage marked by extreme wildfire events. 
While we did not produce any Estate wines that vintage, 
we were fortunate to have several off site vineyards that 
were free from smoke impact. The Wirz Vineyard was 
one such vineyard. White grapes are immediately 
pressed following harvest, so the juice does not remain 
in contact with the skins and does not extract smoke 
taint compounds.  Warm and dry, with little marine layer, 
the weather encouraged greater ripening, but was a 
consistent and predictable  season that allowed us to 
perfectly time our picking.
This wine offers a classic Riesling nose of white flowers 
and ripe melon. These notes are continued on the 
intense and vibrant palate with mouth watering acidity 
and a mouthing coating texture. Notes of honeycomb 
and floral elements evolve on the long finish. As one of 
our latest picks of the season, we always see some 
botrytis in this vineyard and this year was no exception 
which adds a complexity and layers of interest.


